The Value of Baseline Values
(contributed by Josephine Banyard, DVM)

We obtain baseline values for heart rate and temperature during the annual physical exams, and baseline blood and urine values for clients who choose to follow our wellness recommendations. Depending on the tests recommended and chosen, these tests include lab tests, blood pressure readings, intraocular pressure of the eyes, electrocardiogram readings of the heart, and radiographs and occasionally ultrasound readings. In the future, should the pet become ill, we have these baseline values to compare the new results to. This helps us decide whether the new values are significant for the dog or cat.

